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This work explores the theological and social dimensions of generosity in the book of Sirach and
contextualizes them within the culture and thought of Second Temple Judaism. Ben Sira´s understanding of
generosity is predicated on the tension between affirming the classic wisdom principle of retributive justice
and recognizing its breakdown in the socio-economic circumstances of Seleucid Judea. He forges a new
Wisdom-Torah ethic of mercy in which giving generously is an integral part of living ""the good
life"".While loans and surety are essential practices, almsgiving is the preeminent act of generosity. The
fundamental theological logic at work consists in viewing the poor as proxies for God and is based on the
economic structure of Proverbs 19:17. Giving to the poor is, in reality, a deposit in a heavenly treasury and
will pay future dividends. By situating Ben Sira´s view of almsgiving within the wider framework of
retributive justice and its breakdown, new light is shed on the practical tensions regarding the extent of
almsgiving and its relationship to the support of the Jerusalem priesthood. The various dynamics of Ben
Sira´s thought on generosity are situated within the broader Hellenistic world and in their foundational role
for later Jewish and Christian thought.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Flores:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book
entitled Like an Everlasting Signet Ring: Generosity in the Book of Sirach (Deuterocanonical and Cognate
Literature Studies)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Diane Numbers:

The e-book untitled Like an Everlasting Signet Ring: Generosity in the Book of Sirach (Deuterocanonical
and Cognate Literature Studies) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Like
an Everlasting Signet Ring: Generosity in the Book of Sirach (Deuterocanonical and Cognate Literature
Studies) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Gary Forsyth:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is actually Like an Everlasting Signet Ring: Generosity in the Book of Sirach
(Deuterocanonical and Cognate Literature Studies).

Natalie Renz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need
to understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually
Like an Everlasting Signet Ring: Generosity in the Book of Sirach (Deuterocanonical and Cognate Literature
Studies).
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