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In Plato's Republic, Socrates contends that philosophers make the best rulers because only they behold with
their mind's eye the eternal and purely intelligible Forms of the Just, the Noble, and the Good. When, in
addition, these men and women are endowed with a vast array of moral, intellectual, and personal virtues and
are appropriately educated, surely no one could doubt the wisdom of entrusting to them the governance of
cities. Although it is widely?and reasonably?assumed that all the Republic’s philosophers are the same,
Roslyn Weiss argues in this boldly original book that the Republic actually contains two distinct and
irreconcilable portrayals of the philosopher.

According to Weiss, Plato’s two paradigms of the philosopher are the "philosopher by nature" and the
"philosopher by design." Philosophers by design, as the allegory of the Cave vividly shows, must be forcibly
dragged from the material world of pleasure to the sublime realm of the intellect, and from there back down
again to the “Cave” to rule the beautiful city envisioned by Socrates and his interlocutors. Yet philosophers
by nature, described earlier in the Republic, are distinguished by their natural yearning to encounter the
transcendent realm of pure Forms, as well as by a willingness to serve others?at least under appropriate
circumstances. In contrast to both sets of philosophers stands Socrates, who represents a third paradigm, one,
however, that is no more than hinted at in the Republic. As a man who not only loves “what is” but is also
utterly devoted to the justice of others?even at great personal cost?Socrates surpasses both the philosophers
by design and the philosophers by nature. By shedding light on an aspect of the Republic that has escaped
notice, Weiss’s new interpretation will challenge Plato scholars to revisit their assumptions about Plato’s
moral and political philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Sparks:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Philosophers in the "Republic": Plato's Two
Paradigms is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Jennifer Vickery:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Philosophers in the "Republic": Plato's Two Paradigms can be your answer given it can be read by
a person who have those short time problems.

Jarred Chisolm:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top collection in
your reading list is definitely Philosophers in the "Republic": Plato's Two Paradigms. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and
review this guide you can get many advantages.

Wm Dunlap:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Philosophers in the "Republic": Plato's Two Paradigms was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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