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An illuminating look at the many forms of poetry's essential excellence by James Longenbach, a writer
with "an ear as subtle and assured as any American poet now writing" (John Koethe)

"This book proposes some of the virtues to which the next poem might aspire: boldness, change,
compression, dilation, doubt, excess, inevitability, intimacy, otherness, particularity, restraint, shyness,
surprise, and worldliness. The word ‘virtue' came to English from Latin, via Old French, and while it has
acquired a moral valence, the word in its earliest uses gestured toward a magical or transcendental power, a
power that might be embodied by any particular substance or act. With vices I am not concerned. Unlike the
short-term history of taste, which is fueled by reprimand or correction, the history of art moves from
achievement to achievement. Contemporary embodiments of poetry's virtues abound, and only our devotion
to a long history of excellence allows us to recognize them." –from James Longenbach's preface

The Virtues of Poetry is a resplendent and ultimately moving work of twelve interconnected essays, each of
which describes the way in which a particular excellence is enacted in poetry. Longenbach closely reads
poems by Shakespeare, Donne, Blake, Keats, Dickinson, Yeats, Pound, Bishop, and Ashbery (among
others), sometimes exploring the ways in which these writers transmuted the material of their lives into art,
and always emphasizing that the notions of excellence we derive from art are fluid, never fixed. Provocative,
funny, and astute, The Virtues of Poetry is indispensable for readers, teachers, and writers. Longenbach
reminds us that poetry delivers meaning in exacting ways, and that it is through its precision that we
experience this art's lasting virtues.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Virtues of Poetry book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding The Virtues of Poetry content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Virtues of Poetry is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Alan Sours:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Virtues of Poetry is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Barbara Simon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Virtues of Poetry
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled
The Virtues of Poetryis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core
of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Michelle Garrett:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from
it. It is identified as of book The Virtues of Poetry. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.



Download and Read Online The Virtues of Poetry James
Longenbach #IQUF6397TN4



Read The Virtues of Poetry by James Longenbach for online ebook

The Virtues of Poetry by James Longenbach Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Virtues of
Poetry by James Longenbach books to read online.

Online The Virtues of Poetry by James Longenbach ebook PDF download

The Virtues of Poetry by James Longenbach Doc

The Virtues of Poetry by James Longenbach Mobipocket

The Virtues of Poetry by James Longenbach EPub


