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Bach's 'Well-tempered Clavier' (the 48 Preludes and Fugues) stands at the core of baroque keyboard music
and has been a model and inspiration for performers and composers ever since it was written. This invaluable
guide to the 96 pieces explains Bach's various purposes in compiling the music, describes the rich traditions
on which he drew and provides commentaries for each prelude and fugue. In his text, David Ledbetter
addresses the focal points mentioned by Bach in his original 1722 title page. Drawing on Bach literature over
the past three hundred years, he explores German traditions of composition types and Bach's instruments and
innovations in keyboard technique in the general context of early eighteenth-century developments; reviews
instructive and theoretical literature relating to keyboard temperaments from 1680 to 1750; and discusses
Bach's pedagogical intent when composing 'Well-tempered Clavier'. Ledbetter's commentaries on individual
preludes and fugues equip readers with the concepts necessary to make their own assessment and include
information about the sources when details of notation, ornaments and fingerings have a bearing on
performance. David Ledbetter studied music at the universities of Dublin and Oxford, and specialised in the
harpsichord and early keyboard instruments at the Staatliche Hochschule fur Musik, Freiburg. He was Senior
Lecturer at the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester. Among his publications are 'Harpsichord and
Lute Music in 17th-Century France' (1987) and 'Continuo Playing According to Handel' (1990).
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Bach's Well-tempered Clavier: The
48 Preludes and Fugues is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jane Nelsen:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Bach's Well-tempered Clavier: The 48 Preludes and Fugues, you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Kristen Blasingame:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Bach's Well-tempered Clavier: The 48 Preludes
and Fugues can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Barry Bennett:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the book Bach's
Well-tempered Clavier: The 48 Preludes and Fugues we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Bach's Well-
tempered Clavier: The 48 Preludes and Fugues. You can more appealing than now.
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