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Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules tells the story of how the Episcopal Church gained influence over
Alabama’s cultural, political, and economic arenas despite being a denominational minority in the state.

The consensus of southern historians is that, since the Second Great Awakening, evangelicalism has
dominated the South. This is certainly true when one considers the extent to which southern culture is
dominated by evangelical rhetoric and ideas. However, in Alabama one
non-evangelical group has played a significant role in shaping the state’s history. J. Barry Vaughn explains
that, although the Episcopal Church has always been a small fraction (around 1 percent) of Alabama’s
population, an inordinately high proportion, close to 10 percent, of Alabama’s significant leaders have
belonged to this denomination. Many of these leaders came to the Episcopal Church from other
denominations because they were attracted to the church’s wide degree of doctrinal latitude and laissez-faire
attitude toward human frailty.

Vaughn argues that the church was able to attract many of the state’s governors, congressmen, and
legislators by positioning itself as the church of conservative political elites in the state--the planters before
the Civil War, the “Bourbons” after the Civil War, and the “Big Mules” during industrialization. He begins
this narrative by explaining how Anglicanism came to Alabama and then highlights how Episcopal bishops
and congregation members alike took active roles in key historic movements including the Civil War,
Reconstruction, and the Civil Rights Movement. Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules closes with Vaughn’s
own predictions about the fate of the Episcopal Church in twenty-first-century Alabama.
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From reader reviews:

Trey Olivas:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules: A
History of the Episcopal Church in Alabama (Religion & American Culture). You can choose the best book
if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Bishops, Bourbons, and
Big Mules: A History of the Episcopal Church in Alabama (Religion & American Culture). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Lorraine Prinz:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules: A History
of the Episcopal Church in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Virginia Benoit:

The publication with title Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules: A History of the Episcopal Church in Alabama
(Religion & American Culture) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Rhonda Hoffman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules: A
History of the Episcopal Church in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can



pick Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules: A History of the Episcopal Church in Alabama (Religion &
American Culture) become your own starter.
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