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Paul Schrader was in meltdown in 1972. Drinking heavily, living in his car, he was hospitalised with a
gastric ulcer. There he read about Arthur Bremer's attempt to assassinate Alabama Governor George
Wallace: the story was the germ of his screenplay for Taxi Driver (1976). Executives at Columbia hated the
script, but when Martin Scorsese and Robert De Niro, who were flying high after
the triumphs of Mean Streets (1973) and The Godfather Part II (1974), signed up, Taxi Driver became too
good a package to refuse.

Scorsese transformed the script into what is now considered one of the two or three definitive films of the
1970s. De Niro is mesmerising as Travis Bickle – pent-up, bigoted, steadily slipping into psychosis, the
personification of American masculinity post-Vietnam. Cybill Shepherd and Jodie Foster give fine support
and Scorsese brought in Bernard Herrmann, the greatest of film composers, to write what turned out to be his
last score. Crucially, Scorsese rooted Taxi Driver in its New York locations, tuning the film's violence into
the hard reality of the city. Technically thrilling though it is, Taxi Driver is profoundly disturbing – finding,
as Amy Taubin shows, racism, misogyny and gun fetishism at the heart of American culture.

In her foreword to this special edition, published to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the BFI Film Classics
series, Amy Taubin considers Taxi Driver anew in the context of contemporary politics of race and
masculinity in the US, and draws on an exclusive interview with Robert De Niro about his memories of
making the film.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

The reason? Because this Taxi Driver (BFI Film Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Maria Vanness:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Taxi Driver (BFI Film Classics) was filled regarding science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Jose Holmes:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Taxi Driver (BFI Film Classics) can make you truly feel more interested to
read.

Tracy Cluck:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Taxi Driver (BFI Film Classics) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Taxi Driver (BFI Film Classics). You can more
attractive than now.
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