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Mae West, George Gershwin, the Marx Brothers, Babe Ruth - these were just a few of the celebrities
caricatured in popular American periodicals during the first half of the 20th century. This book presents
hundreds of these rediscovered drawings and introduces a type of portraiture based on modern design and a
preoccupation with personality-based fame. Wendy Wick Reaves explores the roots of celebrity caricature in
the pre-World War I culture of New York and charts its growth into a fad during the 1920s and 1930s. She
tells how caricatures of the famous permeated the press - "Vanity Fair", the "New Yorker", the "New York
World" and other periodicals - and appeared as well on silk dresses, theatre curtains and cigarette cases. She
recounts the careers of many of the masters of the art, including Al Hirschfeld, Miguel Covarrubias, Al
Frueh, Ralph Barton and Marius de Zayas, and shows how their stylized portraits of the famous reveal the
roots of a celebrity culture in which, as gossip columnist Walter Winchell pointed out, social position was
"more a matter of press than prestige". Reaves contends that this modern caricature - with its abbreviation,
provocation, wit, figural distortion and dissonant colour contrasts - was a type of portraiture that captures the
essence of the times and influenced other arts. Celebrity caricature had appeal to an audience hungry for
emblems of the emerging urban culture. This book accompanies the first comprehensive exhibition on
celebrity caricature, which will open at the National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, USA in April
1998.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur West:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Celebrity Caricature in America. Try to make book Celebrity
Caricature in America as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jack Michaud:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Celebrity Caricature
in America suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Celebrity Caricature in Americais the main one of several books which everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Scott Harrington:

Often the book Celebrity Caricature in America has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just
before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Bryant Booher:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Celebrity Caricature in America which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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