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Visions of the Emerald City is an absorbing historical analysis of how Mexicans living in Oaxaca City
experienced “modernity” during the lengthy “Order and Progress” dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz (1876–1911).
Renowned as the Emerald City (for its many buildings made of green cantera stone), Oaxaca City was not
only the economic, political, and cultural capital of the state of Oaxaca but also a vital commercial hub for all
of southern Mexico. As such, it was a showcase for many of Díaz’s modernizing and state-building projects.
Drawing on in-depth research in archives in Oaxaca, Mexico City, and the United States, Mark Overmyer-
Velázquez describes how Oaxacans, both elites and commoners, crafted and manipulated practices of
tradition and modernity to define themselves and their city as integral parts of a modern Mexico.

Incorporating a nuanced understanding of visual culture into his analysis, Overmyer-Velázquez shows how
ideas of modernity figured in Oaxacans’ ideologies of class, race, gender, sexuality, and religion and how
they were expressed in Oaxaca City’s streets, plazas, buildings, newspapers, and public rituals. He pays
particular attention to the roles of national and regional elites, the Catholic church, and popular groups—such
as Oaxaca City’s madams and prostitutes—in shaping the discourses and practices of modernity. At the same
time, he illuminates the dynamic interplay between these groups. Ultimately, this well-illustrated history
provides insight into provincial life in pre-Revolutionary Mexico and challenges any easy distinctions
between the center and the periphery or modernity and tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and
the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico.

Michael Alvarado:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Visions of the Emerald City:
Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico book because book offers you rich
facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Betty Epperson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity,
Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Robert Bowser:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Visions of the Emerald City:
Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico is simple to develop you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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