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Translated from the French and with an introduction by Rita S. Nezami

Tahar Ben Jelloun’s By Fire, the first fictional account published on the Arab Spring, reimagines the true-life
self-immolation of Mohamed Bouazizi in Tunisia, an event that has been credited with setting off the
Tunisian revolt. The novella depicts the days leading up to Bouazizi’s self-immolation. Ben Jelloun’s
deliberate ambiguity about the location of the story, set in an unnamed Islamic country, allows the reader to
imagine the experiences and frustrations of other young men who have endured physical violence and
persecution in places beyond Tunisia. The tale begins and ends in fire, and the imagery of burning frames the
political accounts in The Spark, Ben Jelloun’s nonfiction writings on the Tunisian events that provide insight
into the despotic regimes that drove Bouazizi to such despair. Rita S. Nezami’s elegant translations and
critical introduction provide the reader with multiple strategies for approaching these potent texts.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Travers:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book By Fire: Writings on the Arab Spring. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a
book By Fire: Writings on the Arab Spring. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Deborah Hayes:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This By Fire: Writings on the Arab Spring book is readable by simply you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
By Fire: Writings on the Arab Spring content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking By Fire: Writings on the Arab Spring is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Olga Snider:

Typically the book By Fire: Writings on the Arab Spring will bring that you the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this
book very acceptable to you. The book By Fire: Writings on the Arab Spring is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Deidra Hird:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this By Fire: Writings on the Arab
Spring book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation By Fire: Writings on the Arab
Spring as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break
don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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