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Cloves and nutmeg are indigenous to the Spice Islands of Eastern Indonesia. This intriguing book - now
available in paperback - tells of the many uses of these exotic spices and the history of their trade over a
period of more than 2,000 years. The book describes how such aromatic spices influenced the battles, the
politics, and the rise and fall of numerous commercial empires. It follows the Silk Road across Central Asia
and the Spice Route over the Indian Ocean, and it shows how the spice trade into Europe came to be
dominated by Middle Eastern and Venetian merchants. Backed by the Crowns of Portugal and Spain,
explorers (such as Columbus, Vasco de Gama, and Magellan) dreamt of capturing this trade by sailing
directly to the Spice Islands, driving the maritime exploration of the world known as "The Age of
Discovery." Much of the story is told through the lives of these historical characters, as well as Sir Francis
Drake, Jan Pieterzoon Coen, Pierre Poivre, and others who are lesser known but equally important. The story
also revolves around the intense rivalry between the Sultans of Ternate and Tidore and their relationship with
the Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, and English, who at different times occupied the Spice Islands. The book
follows the growth of the Dutch and English East India Companies - which were founded to profit from the
spice trade - and their efforts to monopolize that trade. It finishes as the Dutch East India Company goes into
bankruptcy and the once splendid Sultanates sink into obscurity.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

The experience that you get from Spice Islands: The history, romance and adventure of the spice trade over
2000 years is a more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Spice Islands: The history, romance and
adventure of the spice trade over 2000 years giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this kind of Spice Islands: The history, romance and adventure of the
spice trade over 2000 years instantly.

Sarita Springer:

The reason why? Because this Spice Islands: The history, romance and adventure of the spice trade over
2000 years is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lawrence Weatherby:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be examine. Spice
Islands: The history, romance and adventure of the spice trade over 2000 years can be your answer since it
can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Sandra Williams:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Spice Islands: The history, romance and
adventure of the spice trade over 2000 years was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Spice Islands: The history, romance and adventure of the spice trade over 2000 years has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading in which.
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