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Several states are virtually bankrupt, including California and New York, with others fast approaching that
status. In Tragedies of Our Own Making, West Virginia Supreme Court Justice Richard Neely distills the
insights of a lifetime spent dealing with our nation's worst social problems. "Twenty years as a judge, " he
writes, "has convinced me that state government fiscal crises, deteriorating schools, declining living
standards among the old blue-collar class, and our rising crime rate are all strangely interrelated." His
overriding conclusion? Problems including colossal Medicaid costs, savagery in the streets, and the falling
relative wage rate of half our workforce all relate to a disintegrating family structure. All public agencies -
welfare, the courts, public health, education - "are crumbling under the burden of acting as a surrogate
family." In presenting a brilliant fiscal analysis of social insurance predicated on personal responsibility,
Neely argues that "we are going broke because we are allowing excessive losses to be triggered through
carelessness. Millions of children are being born to school-age girls and to parents who will needlessly
divorce, making those children uncared for and insecure. Illegitimacy and divorce are to social insurance
what leaving a pot of oil on a burning stove is to fire insurance." Neely paints a vivid picture of the "actuarial
limits" of our ability to rescue people from the consequences of their own actions. He offers a two-part
solution to the core problems of divorce and illegitimacy. First, Neely calls for a massive, government-
financed media campaign aimed at educating the public on the financial and psychological costs of divorce
toadults and children. He also presents a comprehensive and politically acceptable approach to improved
birth control.
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From reader reviews:

James Soltero:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Tragedies of Our Own Making:
How Private Choices Have Created Public Bankruptcy is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Rita Merritt:

Tragedies of Our Own Making: How Private Choices Have Created Public Bankruptcy can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Tragedies of Our Own Making: How Private Choices Have Created Public
Bankruptcy however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial thinking.

Jane Pelley:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. Tragedies of Our Own Making: How Private Choices Have Created Public Bankruptcy
can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Katie Mueller:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book Tragedies of Our Own Making: How Private Choices Have Created Public Bankruptcy we can take
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this
book Tragedies of Our Own Making: How Private Choices Have Created Public Bankruptcy. You can more
desirable than now.
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