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Leonardo da Vici was born on 15 April 1452 in the town of Vinci, the illegitimate son of the notary Ser Piero
da Vinci and a peasant woman called Caterina. His childhood spent in the Tuscan countryside inspired in
him a life-long passion for the observation and depiction of nature.

When he was seventeen, he moved to Florence, where his talent for drawing impressed the great master
Verrocchio who took him on as a pupil.

Leonardo da Vinci worked for such powerful patrons as Ludovico da Sforza, Duke of Milan; Cesare Borgia;
Cardinal Giuliano de Medici, brother of Leon X; and for the French king Francois I at Amboise, where he
died in 1519.

It has become fashionable to speak of 'Leonardo the artist' and 'Leonardo the scientist' as if he had been some
schizophrenic genius torn between two disparate pursuits and therefore rarely, if ever, able to accomplish
anything in either. But Leonardo's own contemporaries, though impatient of his volatility, master himself
such a dichotomy would have been incomprehensible. To say that as 'a man of the Renaissance' he believed
that a painter needed the aid of anatomy, perspective, optics and so forth is not a proper answer. In fact, these
alleged 'scientific' studies of Renaissance artists were a fashion confined to a small circle. In any case,
Michelangelo and Raphael to name only two outstanding examples - did not share these interests but were
great artists nonetheless. Leonardo's inquiries were rooted in his personality, not in some tendency of the
age, and many of his notes and drawings having nothing to do with the tasks awaiting painters of his time.
They are not a vast store from which to draw raw materials for his art, nor was his art simply a finely
distilled compound of observations and imagination.
In fact, many of Leonardo da Vinci's drawings are different from those of his contemporaries and those by
artists from any other period. Of course, there are among them rapid sketches from life, portraits, quick notes
for compositions, elaborate cartoons, drapery studies, designs for machines, buildings, drawings of plants
and animals, anatomical and proportion studies. But it is their nature which is so often peculiar. The plans of
buildings grow before our eyes like the cells of some organism, plants appear on the same sheet both in bud
and in flower, trees are drawn schematically to demonstrate the principle of growth, there is a drawing of the
peaceful Arno valley, and there are the cataclysmic visions of utter physical destruction of the world. The
grotesque heads - to call them caricatures is a misnomer - are combinations and variations of human forms
creating a morphological sequence of types. The anatomical drawings demonstrate not only the position of
muscles and tendons or the bone structure, they also show the embryo in its mother's womb and a bare skull,
- the beginning and end of life. All these drawings are concerned not just with the collection of visual data
useful to the painter but with the processes of life, with growth and decay, whether in plants, beast, man, or
the world at large. The same is true of Leonardo's designs for his various mechanical contrivances which are



so often engines of construction or destruction.

Leonardo da Vinci's notes should be considered in the same context. It is perhaps a pity that we have got
used to thinking of them as if they had been written in preparation for some comprehensive treatise on
painting. But it should be remembered that the huge manuscript known as Trattato della Pittura is not a
autograph. It was compiled in the sixteenth century, probably by Francesco Melzi, from no less then eighteen
of the original notebooks. The result certainly is a labor of love, but nevertheless this gathering divided into
eight chapters is too rigid, too much like a textbook to reveal Leonardo da Vinci's truly dynamic nature...
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From reader reviews:

Mary Thomas:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This ULTIMATE Leonardo da Vinci Artwork
Collection! 200+ Paintings, Drawings, Inventions, Portraits, Virtual Fine Art Museum (Great Visual Arts
Content Book 3) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Catherine Scott:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. ULTIMATE Leonardo da Vinci Artwork Collection! 200+ Paintings, Drawings, Inventions,
Portraits, Virtual Fine Art Museum (Great Visual Arts Content Book 3) can be your answer as it can be read
by you who have those short time problems.

Jeanie Hynes:

Beside this specific ULTIMATE Leonardo da Vinci Artwork Collection! 200+ Paintings, Drawings,
Inventions, Portraits, Virtual Fine Art Museum (Great Visual Arts Content Book 3) in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have ULTIMATE Leonardo da Vinci Artwork Collection! 200+ Paintings,
Drawings, Inventions, Portraits, Virtual Fine Art Museum (Great Visual Arts Content Book 3) because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book
and also read it from right now!

Irene Carpenter:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and ULTIMATE Leonardo da Vinci Artwork
Collection! 200+ Paintings, Drawings, Inventions, Portraits, Virtual Fine Art Museum (Great Visual Arts
Content Book 3) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing



a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes ULTIMATE Leonardo da Vinci Artwork Collection! 200+ Paintings, Drawings, Inventions,
Portraits, Virtual Fine Art Museum (Great Visual Arts Content Book 3) to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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