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Venice came to life on spongy mudflats at the edge of the habitable world. Protected in a tidal estuary from
barbarian invaders and Byzantine overlords, the fishermen, salt gatherers, and traders who settled there
crafted an amphibious way of life unlike anything the Roman Empire had ever known. In an astonishing feat
of narrative history, James H. S. McGregor recreates this world-turned-upside-down, with its waterways
rather than roads, its boats tethered alongside dwellings, and its livelihood harvested from the sea.

McGregor begins with the river currents that poured into the shallow Lagoon, carving channels in its bed and
depositing islands of silt. He then describes the imaginative responses of Venetians to the demands and
opportunities of this harsh environment—transforming the channels into canals, reclaiming salt marshes for
the construction of massive churches, erecting a thriving marketplace and stately palaces along the Grand
Canal. Through McGregor’s eyes, we witness the flowering of Venice’s restless creativity in the elaborate
mosaics of St. Mark’s soaring basilica, the expressive paintings in smaller neighborhood churches, and the
colorful religious festivals—but also in theatrical productions, gambling casinos, and masked revelry, which
reveal the city’s less pious and orderly face.

McGregor tells his unique history of Venice by drawing on a crumbling, tide-threatened cityscape and a
treasure-trove of art that can still be seen in place today. The narrative follows both a chronological and
geographical organization, so that readers can trace the city’s evolution chapter by chapter and visitors can
explore it district by district on foot and by boat.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Brown:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Venice from the
Ground Up is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Tara Carlson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Venice from the Ground Up can be excellent book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lee Henry:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be Venice from the Ground Up why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Brandi Johnson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Venice from the Ground Up when you necessary it?
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