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Despite centuries of suppression and oppression, American Indian music survives today as a profound
cultural force. Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow celebrates in depth the vibrant soundscape of
Native North America, from the “heartbeat” of intertribal drums and “warble” of Native flutes to
contemporary rock, hip-hop, and electronic music. Drawing on more than one hundred interviews with
musicians, producers, ethnographers, and record-label owners, author and musician Craig Harris conjures an
aural tapestry in which powwow drums and end-blown woodwinds resound alongside operatic and
symphonic strains, jazz and reggae, country music, and blues.

Harris begins with an exploration of the powwow, from sacred ceremonies to intertribal gatherings. He
examines the traditions of the Native American flute and its revival with artists such as two-time Grammy
winners R. Carlos Nakai and Mary Youngblood. Singers and songwriters, including Buffy Sainte-Marie,
Keith Secola, and Joanne Shenandoah, provide insights into their music and their lives as American Indians.
Harris also traces American Indian rock, reggae, punk, and pop over four decades, punctuating his survey
with commentary from such artists as Tom Bee, founder of Native America’s first rock band, XIT. Grammy-
winner Taj Mahal recalls influential guitarist Jesse Ed Davis; ex-bandmates reflect on Rock Hall of Fame
inductee Redbone; Robbie Robertson, Pura Fe, and Rita Coolidge describe how their groundbreaking 1993
album, Music for the Native Americans, evolved; and DJs A Tribe Called Red discuss their melding of
archival powwow recordings into fiery dance music.

The many voices and sounds that weave throughout Harris’s engaging, accessible account portray a sonic
landscape that defies stereotyping and continues to expand. Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow is
the story—told by those who live it—of resisting a half-millennium of cultural suppression to create new
sounds while preserving old roots.

Listen in! Visit this book’s page on the oupress.com website for a link to the book’s Spotify playlist.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Olive:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow: American Indian Music book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer of Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow: American Indian Music content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric
Powwow: American Indian Music is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ellis Cook:

This Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow: American Indian Music are generally reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Heartbeat, Warble, and the
Electric Powwow: American Indian Music can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow: American
Indian Music forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Donald Jones:

The particular book Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow: American Indian Music has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this book.

Patrick Myers:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric
Powwow: American Indian Music or even others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow: American Indian Music to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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