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he music industry’s most outspoken, outrageous, and phenomenally successful executive delivers a
rollicking memoir of pop music’s heyday.

During the 1970s and '80s the music business was dominated by a few major labels and artists such as
Michael Jackson, Bruce Springsteen, the Rolling Stones, Bob Dylan, Billy Joel, Paul Simon, Barbra
Streisand and James Taylor. They were all under contract to CBS Records, making it the most successful
label of the era. And, as the company’s president, Walter Yetnikoff was the ruling monarch. He was also the
most flamboyant, volatile and controversial personality to emerge from an industry and era defined by sex,
drugs and debauchery.
Having risen from working-class Brooklyn and the legal department of CBS, Yetnikoff, who freely admitted
to being tone deaf, was an unlikely label head. But he had an uncanny knack for fostering talent and
intimidating rivals with his appalling behavior—usually fueled by an explosive combination of cocaine and
alcohol. His tantrums, appetite for mind-altering substances and sexual exploits were legendary. In Japan to
meet the Sony executives who acquired CBS during his tenure, Walter was assigned a minder who confined
him to a hotel room. True to form, Walter raided the minibar, got blasted and, seeing no other means of
escape, opened a hotel window and vented his rage by literally howling at the moon.
In Howling at the Moon, Yetnikoff traces his journey as he climbed the corporate mountain, danced on its
summit and crashed and burned. We see how Walter became the father-confessor to Michael Jackson as the
King of Pop reconstructed his face and agonized over his image while constructing Thriller (and how, after it
won seven Grammies, Jackson made the preposterous demand that Walter take producer Quincy Jones’s
name off the album); we see Walter, in maniacal pursuit of a contract, chase the Rolling Stones around the
world and nearly come to blows with Mick Jagger in the process; we get the tale of how Walter and Marvin
Gaye—fresh from the success of “Sexual Healing”—share the same woman, and of how Walter bonds with
Bob Dylan because of their mutual Jewishness. At the same time we witness Yetnikoff’s clashes with Barry
Diller, David Geffen, Tommy Mottola, Allen Grubman and a host of others. Seemingly, the more Yetnikoff
feeds his cravings for power, sex, liquor and cocaine, the more profitable CBS becomes—from $485 million
to well over $2 billion—until he finally succumbs, ironically, not to substances, but to a corporate coup.
Reflecting on the sinister cycle that left his career in tatters and CBS flush with cash, Yetnikoff emerges with
a hunger for redemption and a new reverence for his working-class Brooklyn roots.
Ruthlessly candid, uproariously hilarious and compulsively readable, Howling at the Moon is a blistering
You’ll Never Eat Lunch in this Town Again of the music industry.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Howling at the Moon: Star-maker. Rule-breaker. Drug taker. The true story
of the Mad Genius of the Music World.. Try to the actual book Howling at the Moon: Star-maker. Rule-
breaker. Drug taker. The true story of the Mad Genius of the Music World. as your pal. It means that it can to
get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Susan Swain:

The event that you get from Howling at the Moon: Star-maker. Rule-breaker. Drug taker. The true story of
the Mad Genius of the Music World. could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside
words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Howling
at the Moon: Star-maker. Rule-breaker. Drug taker. The true story of the Mad Genius of the Music World.
giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Howling at the Moon: Star-
maker. Rule-breaker. Drug taker. The true story of the Mad Genius of the Music World. instantly.

John Rivera:

The e-book with title Howling at the Moon: Star-maker. Rule-breaker. Drug taker. The true story of the Mad
Genius of the Music World. has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

James Bouchard:

Beside this specific Howling at the Moon: Star-maker. Rule-breaker. Drug taker. The true story of the Mad
Genius of the Music World. in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Howling at the
Moon: Star-maker. Rule-breaker. Drug taker. The true story of the Mad Genius of the Music World. because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's



exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book
and also read it from currently!
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