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Japan’s Holy War reveals how a radical religious ideology drove the Japanese to imperial expansion and
global war. Bringing to light a wealth of new information, Walter A. Skya demonstrates that whatever other
motives the Japanese had for waging war in Asia and the Pacific, for many the war was the fulfillment of a
religious mandate. In the early twentieth century, a fervent nationalism developed within State Shint?. This
ultranationalism gained widespread military and public support and led to rampant terrorism; between 1921
and 1936 three serving and two former prime ministers were assassinated. Shint? ultranationalist societies
fomented a discourse calling for the abolition of parliamentary government and unlimited Japanese
expansion.

Skya documents a transformation in the ideology of State Shint? in the late nineteenth century and the early
twentieth. He shows that within the religion, support for the German-inspired theory of constitutional
monarchy that had underpinned the Meiji Constitution gave way to a theory of absolute monarchy advocated
by the constitutional scholar Hozumi Yatsuka in the late 1890s. That, in turn, was superseded by a
totalitarian ideology centered on the emperor: an ideology advanced by the political theorists Uesugi
Shinkichi and Kakehi Katsuhiko in the 1910s and 1920s. Examining the connections between various forms
of Shint? nationalism and the state, Skya demonstrates that where the Meiji oligarchs had constructed a
quasi-religious, quasi-secular state, Hozumi Yatsuka desired a traditional theocratic state. Uesugi Shinkichi
and Kakehi Katsuhiko went further, encouraging radical, militant forms of extreme religious nationalism.
Skya suggests that the creeping democracy and secularization of Japan’s political order in the early twentieth
century were the principal causes of the terrorism of the 1930s, which ultimately led to a holy war against
Western civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Castaneda:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Japan's Holy War: The Ideology of Radical Shinto
Ultranationalism (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) as the daily resource information.

Elaine Davenport:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Japan's Holy War: The Ideology of
Radical Shinto Ultranationalism (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still skepticism Japan's Holy War: The Ideology of Radical Shinto Ultranationalism (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is
one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Heidi Montgomery:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Japan's Holy War: The Ideology of Radical Shinto
Ultranationalism (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) was filled about science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication.
In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Shawn Mathison:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Japan's Holy War:
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