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In this innovative and comprehensive collection of essays Jack Lightstone and Frederick Bird document and
interpret ritual practice among contemporary Canadian Jews. They particularly focus on the character and
meaning of the public performance of the Sabbath liturgy in six urban Canadian synagogues, ranging from
Orthodox to Reform, and from large congregations to a small house synagogue-yeshiva (rabbinic academy).
Their examination of synagogue ritual is complemented with accounts of the ritual life of contemporary
Canadian Jews outside the synagogue ? amongst their families, within their homes and beyond.

In contrast with other studies of Jewish observance, Lightstone and Bird document not simply which rituals
are practised and how often; rather they stress the meaning, including the social meaning, of these rituals and
treat them as complex symbolic systems. Their multidisciplinary approach together with their openness to
include a wide variety of phenomena in their study (for example, the organization of the physical setting of
the Sabbath, dress codes and patterns of greeting and handshaking) place this work at the very forefront of
current research.

Ritual and Ethnic Identity will be of great value to historians and sociologists of religion, anthropologists and
all those concerned with religion, ritual and Canadian Jewish and ethnic studies.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Gregg:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Ritual and Ethnic Identity: A Comparative Study of the Social Meaning
of Liturgical Ritual in Synagogues. Try to make book Ritual and Ethnic Identity: A Comparative Study of
the Social Meaning of Liturgical Ritual in Synagogues as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend
when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Katherin Buerger:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Ritual and Ethnic
Identity: A Comparative Study of the Social Meaning of Liturgical Ritual in Synagogues book as nice and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Louis Gayman:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Ritual and
Ethnic Identity: A Comparative Study of the Social Meaning of Liturgical Ritual in Synagogues book as this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Deanne Mohammed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Ritual and
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