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A serious and seriously entertaining exploration of the dark and varied obsessions that the “civilized
West” has had with decapitated heads and skulls.

The human head is exceptional. It accommodates four of our five senses, encases the brain, and boasts the
most expressive set of muscles in the body. It is our most distinctive attribute and connects our inner selves
to the outer world. Yet there is a dark side to the head’s preeminence, one that has, in the course of human
history, manifested itself in everything from decapitation to headhunting. So explains anthropologist Frances
Larson in this fascinating history of decapitated human heads. From the Western collectors whose demand
for shrunken heads spurred massacres to Second World War soldiers who sent the remains of the Japanese
home to their girlfriends, from Madame Tussaud modeling the guillotined head of Robespierre to Damien
Hirst photographing decapitated heads in city morgues, from grave-robbing phrenologists to skull-obsessed
scientists, Larson explores our macabre fixation with severed heads. 25 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Severed: A
History of Heads Lost and Heads Found is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Brenda Wright:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will
bring someone to imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your
knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Severed: A History of Heads Lost and Heads Found, it is
possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a e-book.

Gregorio Leslie:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Severed: A History of Heads Lost and Heads Found why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Belinda Kirwin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Severed: A History of Heads Lost and Heads Found can
give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Severed: A History of Heads
Lost and Heads Found.
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