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This book presents how ancient Christianity must be understood from the viewpoint of the history of
religions in late antiquity. The continuation of biblical prophecy runs like a thread from Jesus through Mani
to Muhammad. And yet this thread, arguably the single most important characteristic of the Abrahamic
movement, often remains outside the mainstream, hidden, as it were, since it generates heresy. The figures of
the Gnostic, the holy man, and the mystic are all sequels of the Israelite prophet. They reflect a mode of
religiosity that is characterized by high intensity. It is centripetal and activist by nature and emphasizes
sectarianism and polemics, esoteric knowledge, or gnosis and charisma. The other mode of religiosity,
obviously much more common than the first one, is centrifugal and irenic. It favors an ecumenical attitude,
contents itself with a widely shared faith, or pistis, and reflects, in Weberian parlance, the routinization of the
new religious movement. This is the mode of priests and bishops, rather than that of martyrs and holy men.
These two main modes of religion, high versus low intensity, exist simultaneously, and cross the boundaries
of religious communities. They offer a tool permitting us to follow the transformations of religion in late
antiquity in general, and in ancient Christianity in particular, without becoming prisoners of the traditional
categories of patristic literature. Through the dialectical relationship between these two modes of religiosity,
one can follow the complex transformations of ancient Christianity in its broad religious context.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Bynum:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity
(Oxford Studies in the Abrahamic Religions). Try to stumble through book The Making of the Abrahamic
Religions in Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies in the Abrahamic Religions) as your friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Tatum Martin:

Here thing why that The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies in the
Abrahamic Religions) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The
Making of the Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies in the Abrahamic Religions) giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that
similar with The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies in the Abrahamic
Religions). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity (Oxford
Studies in the Abrahamic Religions) in e-book can be your alternative.

George Degregorio:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity (Oxford
Studies in the Abrahamic Religions). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Jeannie Brenner:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in Late
Antiquity (Oxford Studies in the Abrahamic Religions) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your



own skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Making of the
Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies in the Abrahamic Religions) can to be your brand
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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