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Latent Destinies examines the formation of postmodern sensibilities and their relationship to varieties of
paranoia that have been seen as widespread in this century. Despite the fact that the Cold War has ended and
the threat of nuclear annihilation has been dramatically lessened by most estimates, the paranoia that has
characterized the period has not gone away. Indeed, it is as if—as O’Donnell suggests—this paranoia has
been internalized, scattered, and reiterated at a multitude of sites: Oklahoma City, Waco, Ruby Ridge,
Bosnia, the White House, the United Nations, and numerous other places.
O’Donnell argues that paranoia on the broadly cultural level is essentially a narrative process in which
history and postmodern identity are negotiated simultaneously. The result is an erasure of historical
temporality—the past and future become the all-consuming, self-aware present. To explain and exemplify
this, O’Donnell looks at such books and films as Libra, JFK, The Crying of Lot 49, The Truman Show,
Reservoir Dogs, Empire of the Senseless, Oswald’s Tale, The Executioner’s Song, Underworld, The Killer
Inside Me, and Groundhog Day. Organized around the topics of nationalism, gender, criminality, and
construction of history, Latent Destinies establishes cultural paranoia as consonant with our contradictory
need for multiplicity and certainty, for openness and secrecy, and for mobility and historical stability.
Demonstrating how imaginative works of novels and films can be used to understand the postmodern
historical condition, this book will interest students and scholars of American literature and cultural studies,
postmodern theory, and film studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jeanne Pratt:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S.
Narrative (New Americanists).

Grady Comer:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S.
Narrative (New Americanists). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a new book Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S.
Narrative (New Americanists). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way
of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Johnson:

The feeling that you get from Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S. Narrative (New
Americanists) is a more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia
and Contemporary U.S. Narrative (New Americanists) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this kind of Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary
U.S. Narrative (New Americanists) instantly.

Michael Emery:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Latent Destinies: Cultural Paranoia and Contemporary U.S.
Narrative (New Americanists) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big



good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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