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Between the Civil War and the Great Depression, the Young Men's Christian Association built more than a
thousand community centers across the United States and in major cities around the world. Dubbed
"manhood factories" by Teddy Roosevelt, these iconic buildings served as athletic centers and residential
facilities for a rapidly growing urban male population.

In Manhood Factories, Paula Lupkin goes behind the reserved Beaux-Arts facades of typical YMCA
buildings constructed in this period to understand the urban anxieties, moral agendas, and conceptions of
masculinity that guided their design, construction, and use. She shows that YMCA patrons like J. P. Morgan,
Cyrus McCormick Jr., and John Wanamaker hoped to create "Christian clubhouses" that would counteract
the corrupting influences of the city. At first designed by leading American architects, including James
Renwick Jr. and William Le Baron Jenney, and then standardized by the YMCA's own building bureau,
YMCAs combined elements of men's clubs, department stores, hotels, and Sunday schools. Every aspect of
the building process was informed by this mission, Lupkin argues, from raising funds, selecting the site and
the architect, determining the exterior style, arranging and furnishing interior spaces, and representing the
buildings in postcards and other printed materials.

Beginning with the early history of the YMCA and the construction of New York City's landmark Twenty-
third Street YMCA of 1869, Lupkin follows the efforts of YMCA leaders to shape a modern yet moral public
culture and even define class, race, ethnicity, and gender through its buildings. Illustrated with many rarely
seen photographs, maps, and drawings, Manhood Factories offers a fascinating new perspective on a
venerable institution and its place in America's cultural and architectural history.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Collier:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Manhood Factories: YMCA
Architecture and the Making of Modern Urban Culture (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture), you
can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Christopher Hunnicutt:

This Manhood Factories: YMCA Architecture and the Making of Modern Urban Culture (Architecture,
Landscape and Amer Culture) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Manhood Factories:
YMCA Architecture and the Making of Modern Urban Culture (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture)
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

James Hill:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Manhood Factories: YMCA Architecture and the Making of Modern Urban Culture
(Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this
book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Jeremy Bryant:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Manhood Factories: YMCA Architecture and the Making of



Modern Urban Culture (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) was filled regarding science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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