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Before the French Revolution, tens of thousands of foreigners served in France’s army. They included troops
from not only all parts of Europe but also places as far away as Madagascar, West Africa, and New York
City. Beginning in 1789, the French revolutionaries, driven by a new political ideology that placed "the
nation" at the center of sovereignty, began aggressively purging the army of men they did not consider
French, even if those troops supported the new regime. Such efforts proved much more difficult than the
revolutionaries anticipated, however, owing to both their need for soldiers as France waged war against
much of the rest of Europe and the difficulty of defining nationality cleanly at the dawn of the modern era.
Napoleon later faced the same conundrums as he vacillated between policies favoring and rejecting
foreigners from his army. It was not until the Bourbon Restoration, when the modern French Foreign Legion
appeared, that the French state established an enduring policy on the place of foreigners within its armed
forces.

By telling the story of France’s noncitizen soldiers?who included men born abroad as well as Jews and
blacks whose citizenship rights were subject to contestation?Christopher Tozzi sheds new light on the roots
of revolutionary France’s inability to integrate its national community despite the inclusionary promise of
French republicanism. Drawing on a range of original, unpublished archival sources, Tozzi also highlights
the linguistic, religious, cultural, and racial differences that France’s experiments with noncitizen soldiers
introduced to eighteenth- and nineteenth-century French society.

Winner of the Walker Cowen Memorial Prize for an Outstanding Work of Scholarship in Eighteenth-
Century Studies
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish
Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer involving Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish
Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even
now thinking Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-
1831 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Cynthia Harvell:

This Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 are
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Nationalizing
France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 can be among the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 giving
you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Sallie Farris:

Often the book Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military,
1715-1831 has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Nathaniel Mitchell:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book
Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 we can
get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this
book Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831.



You can more pleasing than now.
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