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While a rational consciousness grasps many truths, Gananath Obeyesekere believes an even richer
knowledge is possible through a bold confrontation with the stuff of visions and dreams. Spanning both
Buddhist and European forms of visionary experience, he fearlessly pursues the symbolic, nonrational depths
of such phenomena, reawakening the intuitive, creative impulses that power greater understanding.

Throughout his career, Obeyesekere has combined psychoanalysis and anthropology to illuminate the
relationship between personal symbolism and religious experience. In this book, he begins with Buddha's
visionary trances wherein, over the course of four hours, he witnesses hundreds of thousands of his past
births and eons of world evolution, renewal, and disappearance. He then connects this fracturing of empirical
and visionary time to the realm of space, considering the experience of a female Christian penitent, who
stares devotedly at a tiny crucifix only to see the space around it expand to mirror Christ's suffering.
Obeyesekere follows the unconscious motivations that underly rapture, the fantastical consumption of
Christ's body and blood, and body mutilation and levitation, bridging medieval Catholicism and the
movements of early modern thought, reflected in William Blake's artistic visions and poetic dreams. He
develops the term "dream-ego" through a discussion of visionary journeys, Jung's and Freud's scientific
dreaming, and the cosmic and erotic dream-visions of New Age virtuosos, and he defines the parameters of a
visionary mode of knowledge that provides a more elastic understanding of truth. A career-culminating
work, this volume not only translates the epistemology of Hindu and Buddhist thinkers to western audiences
but also revitalizes western philosophical and scientific inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Awakened Ones:
Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Jeff Wheeler:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Awakened
Ones: Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Kevin Applegate:

Beside that The Awakened Ones: Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have The Awakened Ones: Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Ann Mickey:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Awakened Ones:
Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one
book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Awakened Ones: Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience.
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