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Fewer than five years after World War II, the United States found itself once again confronted by a war for
which it was unprepared. Once again a downsized military establishment rushed to call up, draft, and recruit
the needed manpower. And once again when it came up short, the services asked American women to leave
their homes, jobs, and families to serve their country. This book chronicles the crucial work of servicewomen
in the Korean War, and other uniformed women who helped support that war and the burgeoning Cold War
in places as far flung as the Pacific atoll of Kwajalein, bases in still-occupied post-war Germany and Japan,
and lonely, isolated outposts such as Great Falls, Montana. The few short years between 1945 and 1953 saw
pivotal changes in women's status in the U.S. Armed Forces. In a series of controversial and sometimes bitter
legislative contests, women went from being almost a historical footnote in the immediate postwar period - a
source of labor and skills the nation's military took for granted - to winning a permanent place in each branch
of the armed services. Largely based on the rich archives housed at the Women In Military Service For
America Memorial Foundation, this volume records the actions of women who served in the armed forces, as
well as those in the Red Cross, the USO, and other nongovernmental organizations that sent women overseas
in support of U.S. military personnel. Topics include the efforts of the Department of Defense to increase the
number of female recruits for the Korean War and the difficulty of retaining them in an era that valued
homemakers and devalued career women; the cost to the military of the female talent drain just when the
military needed them most; and a close look at Army, Navy and Air Force nurses, as well as those in the
innovative M.A.S.H. units, who all performed magnificently under dangerous and harsh conditions. The
book's conclusion assesses the failure of the military to fully incorporate women during these years as a
result of its own paternalistic mindset (shared by society at large) coupled with the failure of wartime
recruiting efforts and the low retention rate for servicewomen. The authors argue that the number of
servicewomen remained far below authorized levels throughout this period, and the continued small size of
the women's components resulted in their inability to accomplish their mission. According to the authors,
this hurt the credibility of the women's services and haunted them for years, reinforcing the rock-solid belief
of many that the military was for men, and women did not belong there.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Taylor:

Within other case, little people like to read book A Defense Weapon Known to Be of Value: Servicewomen
of the Korean War Era. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important a book A Defense Weapon Known to Be of Value: Servicewomen of the Korean War Era.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

Julie Boyle:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular A Defense Weapon Known to Be of
Value: Servicewomen of the Korean War Era to read.

Julio Rico:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline A Defense
Weapon Known to Be of Value: Servicewomen of the Korean War Era suitable to you? The particular book
was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled A Defense Weapon Known to Be of
Value: Servicewomen of the Korean War Erais one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Curtis Graham:

A Defense Weapon Known to Be of Value: Servicewomen of the Korean War Era can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing A
Defense Weapon Known to Be of Value: Servicewomen of the Korean War Era but doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it.



This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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