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"Magic culture is certainly fascinating. But what is it? What, in fact, are magic writings, magic artifacts?"
Originally published in Hebrew in 2010, Jewish Magic Before the Rise of Kabbalah is a comprehensive
study of early Jewish magic focusing on three major topics: Jewish magic inventiveness, the conflict with the
culture it reflects, and the scientific study of both.

The first part of the book analyzes the essence of magic in general and Jewish magic in particular. The book
begins with theories addressing the relationship of magic and religion in fields like comparative study of
religion, sociology of religion, history, and cultural anthropology, and considers the implications of the
paradigm shift in the interdisciplinary understanding of magic for the study of Jewish magic. The second part
of the book focuses on Jewish magic culture in late antiquity and in the early Islamic period. This section
highlights the artifacts left behind by the magic practitioners-amulets, bowls, precious stones, and human
skulls-as well as manuals that include hundreds of recipes. Jewish Magic before the Rise of Kabbalah also
reports on the culture that is reflected in the magic evidence from the perspective of external non-magic
contemporary Jewish sources.

Issues of magic and religion, magical mysticism, and magic and social power are dealt with in length in this
thorough investigation. Scholars interested in early Jewish history and comparative religions will find great
value in this text.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Hughes:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Jewish Magic before the Rise of Kabbalah (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Keri Lo:

Jewish Magic before the Rise of Kabbalah (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can
be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Jewish Magic before the Rise of Kabbalah (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore
and Anthropology) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Sam Dickson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Jewish Magic before the Rise of Kabbalah (Raphael Patai Series in
Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

William Marsh:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By book Jewish Magic before the Rise of Kabbalah (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person



must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life at this book Jewish Magic before the Rise of Kabbalah (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology). You can more pleasing than now.
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