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Jean Genet's masterpiece Les Nègres was first published in 1958, in the midst of the Algerian war, and first
performed at the Théâtre de Lutèce in Paris in October 1959. Yet even though the play is more than 50 years
old, it remains a fundamental contribution to critical race theory, as Genet unequivocally posits that no
matter what a black person does or doesn't do, simply to be black in our times is itself a tragedy.
Placing Genet in the context of Negritude movement, Race and Sex across the French Atlantic equally
reveals and examines blackness within the African-American dialogue with a white French author's
provocative questions about race: "Is a black man always black?" and even more fundamentally, "What is
blackness?" Within this framework, to question "blackness," therefore, is to set out on an ontological quest,
as "blackness" has become a real, living thing in its own right within European ideology, social theory, and
historical consciousness, even as Les Nègres has taken its place as a major text in the francophone and
philosophical tradition of writing on race.

In essence, this book concentrates on the way in which language-particularly the French language-has shaped
ideas about race within transatlantic discourses, and, with its companion, continental philosophy, has also
shaped the historical understanding of discourse on race. It navigates between multiple readings of race
within the French Atlantic using Lorraine Hansberry's play Les Blancs; Dany Laferrière's Comment faire
l'amour avec un Nègre sans se fatiguer; Genet's dialogue with the Black Panthers; and different conceptions
of the so-called N word.
Race and Sex across the French Atlantic thus explores how Les Nègres offered a groundbreaking reading of
how race functioned-and continues to function-as an all-pervasive discourse that provides a central principle
around which society in general is organized. The play stages a deeply self-reflexive and critical examination
of the very essence of
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Garber:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Race and Sex across the French Atlantic: The Color of
Black in Literary, Philosophical and Theater Discourse.

Felecia Holst:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Race and Sex across the French Atlantic: The Color of
Black in Literary, Philosophical and Theater Discourse. You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important the book Race and Sex across the French Atlantic: The
Color of Black in Literary, Philosophical and Theater Discourse. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

William Jones:

The book Race and Sex across the French Atlantic: The Color of Black in Literary, Philosophical and
Theater Discourse can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Race and Sex across the French Atlantic: The
Color of Black in Literary, Philosophical and Theater Discourse? Several of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Race and Sex across the French Atlantic: The Color of Black in Literary,
Philosophical and Theater Discourse has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Alice Hille:

You may get this Race and Sex across the French Atlantic: The Color of Black in Literary, Philosophical and
Theater Discourse by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means
of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose



your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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