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Over the past two centuries chemistry has developed from germinal speculations on the nature of gases and
minerals to a highly complex discipline encompassing numerous areas of study. This authoritative and
comprehensive volume traces the historical development of chemistry from its roots in ancient Greek theory
to the revolutionary and explosive discoveries of the 20th century. The author, Professor Emeritus of
Chemistry and History of Science at the University of Wisconsin, places the role of alchemy as a "precursor"
to chemistry and technological arts. This book also shows how discoveries concerning gases in the mid-18th
century were pivotal in creating the foundations of chemistry as a modern science.
Professor Ihde delves into many other fascinating aspects of chemistry's development as a science. Thus, this
unique book:
• shows how the errors of alchemy were eventually divorced from chemistry
• examines the numerous individuals who contributed to centuries of progress in the theory and application
of chemistry
• places important discoveries in the context of contemporaneous political, economic, and social
development
• provides lucid explanations of important theoretical concepts
• demonstrates chemistry's central role among the modern sciences
Many historians of chemistry focus largely on the material philosophies of the ancient Greeks and the long
period of alchemical activity. While including such essential aspects of ancient contributions, Dr. Ihde
concentrates heavily on developments that occupied after Joseph Black laid the foundations of quantitative
analysis in the mid-18th century. The discoveries of John Dalton, Justus von Liebig, Jöns Jakob Berzelius,
and many others are examined in the context of their relationship to the development of organic, inorganic,
analytical, physical, and industrial chemistry.
Its extraordinary thorough and lucid coverage of the myriad aspects of modern chemistry makes the
moderately priced paperbound edition an ideal supplementary text for high-school and college-level courses,
as well as a stimulating, highly readable book for the interested layman.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Development of Modern Chemistry (Dover
Books on Chemistry) was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Development of Modern Chemistry
(Dover Books on Chemistry) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with the book The Development of Modern Chemistry (Dover Books on Chemistry). You never really feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Mary Nixon:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Development of
Modern Chemistry (Dover Books on Chemistry).

Donovan Houseman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may
be the reserve untitled The Development of Modern Chemistry (Dover Books on Chemistry) can be fine
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Douglas Henry:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication The Development of Modern Chemistry (Dover Books on Chemistry)
was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just



wanted.
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