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This book tells, for the first time, the full story of Palsgraf v. Long Island Railroad, the most famous
negligence case in American legal history. The book is not another doctrinal discussion, but instead views
the case as a historical event -- one in which the lives of ordinary people intersected with the legal theorizing
of a scholar judge. Drawing on archival materials, contemporary newspaper articles, electronic databases,
and personal interviews, the author covers the famous case from the fateful accident at the Long Island
Railroad's East New York station to the rejection of Mrs. Palsgraf's motion for reargument.

Included are in-depth profiles of the Palsgrafs, the Long Island Railroad, the attorneys, and all thirteen judges
who heard the case. Also covered are all the major controversies surrounding Palsgraf, such as scope of the
factual inaccuracies in Cardozo's majority opinion, his alleged insensitivity to women and the poor, the
actual level of the railroad's negligence, the validity of Mrs. Palsgraf's alleged injuries, the legal strategies
pursued by opposing counsel, and whether the case can be viewed merely as a contest between a rich
corporation and a poor working-class plaintiff. The book also tells the story of the American legal profession
at a critical time of its development. It discusses the impact of the growing diversity of the bar, controversies
over changes in legal education, debates over the value of the jury system, the influence of politics on
judicial selection, abuses by negligence attorneys, and ongoing court congestion.

The book's value lies in providing a myriad of detail and in placing the case within its historic context -- both
of which are essential for a full understanding of Palsgraf. It is recommended as supplemental reading for
basic or advanced torts classes, and in courses on American legal history.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Palsgraf Case: Courts, Law and Society in
1920s New York.

Susan Jun:

The book The Palsgraf Case: Courts, Law and Society in 1920s New York can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Palsgraf Case: Courts, Law and Society in 1920s New York? A few of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book The Palsgraf Case: Courts, Law and Society in 1920s New York has simple shape
but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Timothy Hardy:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and The Palsgraf Case: Courts, Law and Society in 1920s
New York as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes The Palsgraf Case: Courts, Law and Society in 1920s New York to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Lee Villegas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Palsgraf Case: Courts, Law and Society in



1920s New York.
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