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In the late nineteenth century, Scandinavian urban dwellers developed a passion for a new, utterly modern
sort of visual spectacle: objects and effigies brought to life in astonishingly detailed, realistic scenes. The
period 1880-1910 was the popular high point of mannequin display in Europe. Living Pictures, Missing
Persons explores this phenomenon as it unfolded with the rise of wax museums and folk museums in the
largest cities of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. Mark Sandberg asks: Why did modernity generate a
cultural fascination with the idea of effigy? He shows that the idea of effigy is also a portal to understanding
other aspects of visual entertainment in that period, including the widespread interest in illusionistic scenes
and tableaux, in the "portability" of sights, spaces, and entire milieus.

Sandberg investigates this transformation of visual culture outside the usual test cases of the largest
European metropolises. He argues that Scandinavian spectators desired an unusual degree of authenticity--a
cultural preference for naturalism that made its way beyond theater to popular forms of museum display. The
Scandinavian wax museums and folk-ethnographic displays of the era helped pre-cinematic spectators work
out the social implications of both voyeuristic and immersive display techniques. This careful study thus
anticipates some of the central paradoxes of twentieth-century visual culture--but in a time when the
mannequin and the physical relic reigned supreme, and in a place where the contrast between tradition and
modernity was a high-stakes game.
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From reader reviews:

Andrea Toliver:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Living Pictures, Missing Persons:
Mannequins, Museums, and Modernity will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Belen Riedel:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Living Pictures, Missing Persons: Mannequins, Museums, and
Modernity can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Steve Franklin:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Living Pictures, Missing Persons: Mannequins, Museums, and Modernity provide you
with a new experience in studying a book.

Georgia Cunningham:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Living Pictures,
Missing Persons: Mannequins, Museums, and Modernity which is getting the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's see.
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