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Starting with Freud's "projection theory" of religion-that belief in God is merely a product of man's desire for
security-Professor Vitz argues that psychoanalysis actually provides a more satisfying explanation for
atheism. Disappointment in one's earthly father, whether through death, absence, or mistreatment, frequently
leads to a rejection of God. A biographical survey of influential atheists of the past four centuries shows that
this "defective father hypothesis" provides a consistent explanation of the "intense atheism" of these thinkers.
A survey of the leading intellectual defenders of Christianity over the same period confirms the hypothesis,
finding few defective fathers. Professor Vitz concludes with an intriguing comparison of male and female
atheists and a consideration of other psychological factors that can contribute to atheism.

Professor Vitz does not argue that atheism is psychologically determined. Each man, whatever his
experiences, ultimately chooses to accept God or reject him. Yet the cavalier attribution of religious faith to
irrational, psychological needs is so prevalent that an exposition of the psychological factors predisposing
one to atheism is necessary.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Sawyers:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of
Atheism book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Susan Hare:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Faith
of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism.

Betsy Aguilar:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism
giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your
better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Ralph Smith:

The book untitled Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author.
The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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