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Magic, sorcery and witchcraft are among the most common themes of the great medieval Icelandic sagas and
poems, the problematic yet vital sources that provide our primary textual evidence for the Viking Age that
they claim to describe. Yet despite the consistency of this picture, surprisingly little archaeological or
historical research has been done to explore what this may really have meant to the men and women of the
time. This book examines the evidence for Old Norse sorcery, looking at its meaning and function, practice
and practitioners, and the complicated constructions of gender and sexual identity with which these were
underpinned. Combining strong elements of eroticism and aggression, sorcery appears as a fundamental
domain of women's power, linking them with the gods, the dead and the future. Their battle spells and
combat rituals complement the men's physical acts of fighting, in a supernatural empowerment of the Viking
way of life. What emerges is a fundamentally new image of the world in which the Vikings understood
themselves to move, in which magic and its implications permeated every aspect of a society permanently
geared for war. In this fully-revised and expanded second edition, Neil Price takes us with him on a tour
through the sights and sounds of this undiscovered country, meeting its human and otherworldly inhabitants,
including the Sami with whom the Norse partly shared this mental landscape. On the way we explore Viking
notions of the mind and soul, the fluidity of the boundaries that they drew between humans and animals, and
the immense variety of their spiritual beliefs. We find magic in the Vikings' bedrooms and on their
battlefields, and we meet the sorcerers themselves through their remarkable burials and the tools of their
trade. Combining archaeology, history and literary scholarship with extensive studies of Germanic and
circumpolar religion, this multi-award-winning book shows us the Vikings as we have never seen them
before.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Vasquez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Viking Way: Religion and War in the Later Iron Age of Scandinavia, second edition? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Dungan:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The Viking Way: Religion
and War in the Later Iron Age of Scandinavia, second edition.

Fred Dean:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
definitely The Viking Way: Religion and War in the Later Iron Age of Scandinavia, second edition.

Dwight Bailey:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Viking Way: Religion and War
in the Later Iron Age of Scandinavia, second edition which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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