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A very Australian story of heroism and healing.

In 2004 Garth Callender, a junior cavalry officer, was deployed to Iraq. He quickly found his feet leading
convoys of armoured vehicles through the streets of Baghdad and into the desert beyond. But one morning
his crew was targeted in a roadside bomb attack. Garth became Australia's first serious casualty in the war.

After recovering from his injuries, Garth returned to Iraq in 2006 as second-in-command of the Australian
Army's security detachment in Baghdad. He found a city in the grip of a rising insurgency. His unit had to
contend with missile attacks, suicide bombers and the death by misadventure of one of their own, Private
Jake Kovco.

Determined to prevent the kinds of bomb attacks that left him scarred, Garth volunteered once more in 2009
- to lead a weapons intelligence team in Afghanistan. He was helicoptered to blast zones in the aftermath of
attacks, and worked to identify the insurgent bomb-makers responsible. Revealing, moving, funny and full of
drama, Garth Callender's story is one of a kind.

Garth Callender left the regular Australian Army in 2013 after a distinguished seventeen-year career, during
which he served in Iraq and Afghanistan and rose to the rank of major. He now works for an Australian
technology company that is developing new ways to detect concealed explosives.

Praise for After the Blast:

'I urge you to read this important, engaging book. There are so few firsthand accounts from our frontline
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.'-Leigh Sales

'Garth Callender, a wounded veteran, tells his story of multiple combat tours with acid intensity. Stark, brutal
and honest, After the Blast exposes the ghastly business of modern warfare. It is an uncompromising account
that will shock some readers. Callender pulls no punches; his raw emotions, fears, loves, frustrations and
anger are unflinchingly recalled. This book provides a rare insight to the harsh realities of Australia's
contemporary conflicts.'-Major General John Cantwell, AO, DSC, author of Exit Wounds

'Garth Callender shows you what soldiers really think - and, more importantly, feel.'-James Brown, author of
Anzac's Long Shadow
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From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

The event that you get from After the Blast: An Australian Officer in Iraq and Afghanistan will be the more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but After the Blast: An Australian Officer in Iraq and
Afghanistan giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that After the Blast: An
Australian Officer in Iraq and Afghanistan instantly.

Sarah Johnson:

The book untitled After the Blast: An Australian Officer in Iraq and Afghanistan contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the
new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Effie Phillips:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like After the Blast: An Australian
Officer in Iraq and Afghanistan which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Susan Woods:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book After the Blast: An Australian Officer in Iraq and
Afghanistan to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and go
through it. Beside that the reserve After the Blast: An Australian Officer in Iraq and Afghanistan can to be
your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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