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The most common Buddhist practice in Asia is bowing, yet Buddhist and Christian Responses to the Kowtow
Problem is the first study of Buddhist obeisance in China. In Confucian ritual, everyone is supposed to
kowtow, or bow, to the Chinese emperor. But Buddhists claimed exemption from bowing to any layperson,
even to their own parents or the emperor. This tension erupted in an imperial debate in 662.

This study first asks how and why Buddhists should bow (to the Buddha, and to monks), and then explores
the arguments over their refusing to bow to the emperor. These arguments take us into the core ideas of
Buddhism and imperial power: How can one achieve nirvana by bowing? What is a Buddha image? Who is
it that bows? Is there any ritual that can exempt a subject of the emperor? What are the limits of the state's
power over human bodies? Centuries later, Christians had a new set of problems with bowing in China, to
the emperor and to “idols.” Buddhist and Christian Responses to the Kowtow problem compares these cases
of refusing to bow, discusses modern theories of obeisance, and finally moves to examine some
contemporary analogies such as refusing to salute the American flag.

Contributing greatly to the study of the body and power, ritual, religion and material culture, this volume is
of interest to scholars and students of religious studies, Buddhism, Chinese history and material culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Kelly:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Buddhist and
Christian Responses to the Kowtow Problem in China suitable to you? The book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Buddhist and Christian Responses to the Kowtow Problem in
Chinais the main one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Amelia Page:

The reserve with title Buddhist and Christian Responses to the Kowtow Problem in China includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Evelyn Montgomery:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Buddhist and Christian Responses to the Kowtow Problem in China your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Buddhist and Christian Responses to the Kowtow
Problem in China giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Constance Music:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Buddhist and Christian Responses to the Kowtow Problem in China when you essential it?
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