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Zen Masters of Japan is the second book in a series that traces Zen's profoundly historic journey as it spread
eastward from China and Japan, toward the United States. Following Zen Masters of China, this book
concentrates on Zen's significant passage through Japan. More specifically, it describes the lineage of the
great teachers, the Zen monk pioneers who set out to enlighten an island ready for an inner transformation
based on compassionate awareness.

While the existing Buddhist establishment in Japan met early Zen pioneers like Dogen and Eisai with fervent
resistance, Zen Buddhism ultimately perservered and continued to become further transformed in its passage
through Japan. The Japanese culture and Japanese Buddhism practices further deepened and strengthened
Zen training by combining it with a variety of esoteric contemplative arts—the arts of poetry, the tea
ceremony, calligraphy, and archery. Zen Masters of Japan chronicles this journey with each Zen master
profiled. The book shows how the new practices soon gained in popularity among all walks of life—from the
lowly peasant, offering a hope of reincarnation and a better life; to the Samurai warrior due to its casual
approach to death; to the ruling classes, challenging the intelligentsia because of its scholarly roots.

A collection of Zen stories, meditation, and their wisdom, Zen Masters of Japan also explores the illusive
state of 'No Mind' achieved in Japan that is so fundamental to Zen practices today.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Barksdale:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East
will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Emily Boyd:

Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Zen Masters of Japan: The
Second Step East nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East can be your answer since it can be read
by a person who have those short free time problems.

Kimberly Silvestre:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East can be the reply,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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