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How is it possible for an innocent man to come within nine days of execution? An Expendable Man
answers that question through detailed analysis of the case of Earl Washington Jr., a mentally retarded, black
farm hand who was convicted of the 1983 rape and murder of a 19-year-old mother of three in Culpeper,
Virginia. He spent almost 18 years in Virginia prisons—9 1/2 of them on death row—for a murder he did not
commit.

This book reveals the relative ease with which individuals who live at society's margins can be wrongfully
convicted, and the extraordinary difficulty of correcting such a wrong once it occurs.

Washington was eventually freed in February 2001 not because of the legal and judicial systems, but in spite
of them. While DNA testing was central to his eventual pardon, such tests would never have occurred
without an unusually talented and committed legal team and without a series of incidents that are best
described as pure luck.

Margaret Edds makes the chilling argument that some other “expendable men” almost certainly have been
less fortunate than Washington. This, she writes, is “the secret, shameful underbelly” of America's retention
of capital punishment. Such wrongful executions may not happen often, but anyone who doubts that innocent
people have been executed in the United States should remember the remarkable series of events necessary
to save Earl Washington Jr. from such a fate.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hayes:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their
book. One of them is this An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr..

Lynne Silva:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution
of Earl Washington, Jr. giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Bertha Morrison:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. which is getting the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Robert Barker:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of
Earl Washington, Jr. to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
idea about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the book An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. can to be



your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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