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Sexual attraction, artistic insight, and the often ironic relationship between them are the dominant themes in
the three short works by Balzac collected in this volume.

In Sarrasine, an impetuous young sculptor falls in love with a diva of the Roman stage, but rapture turns to
rage when he discovers the reality behind the seductiveness of the singer's voice. The ageing artist in The
Unknown Masterpiece, obsessed with his creation of the perfect image of an ideal woman, tries to hide it
from the jealous young student who is desperate for a glimpse of it. And in The Girl with the Golden Eyes,
the hero is a dandy whose attractiveness for the mysterious Paquita has an unexpected origin. These
enigmatic and disturbing forays into the margins of madness, sexuality, and creativity show Balzac spinning
fantastic tales as profound as any of his longer fictions.

This volume is the only edition to bring these three great Balzac novellas together in one book, and it is the
first paperback collection to include Sarrasine. Patrick Coleman's Introduction builds on the latest
scholarship to help the reader appreciate the connections between notions of gender and the aesthetic
explorations of nineteenth-century French romanticism and realism. The edition also includes thorough notes
which explain all important cultural and political references.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Wright:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Girl with the Golden Eyes and Other Stories (Oxford
World's Classics) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Steven Purdy:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Girl
with the Golden Eyes and Other Stories (Oxford World's Classics) which is getting the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's find.

Scott Burnett:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Girl with the Golden Eyes and Other Stories
(Oxford World's Classics) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Girl with the Golden Eyes and Other Stories (Oxford World's Classics).

Erika Yoon:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Girl with the Golden Eyes and Other
Stories (Oxford World's Classics) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science guide, any other book likes The Girl with the Golden Eyes and Other Stories (Oxford World's
Classics) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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