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When Thomas Merton entered a Trappist monastery in December 1941, he turned his back on secular
life—including a very promising literary career. He sent his journals, a novel-in-progess, and copies of all his
poems to his mentor, Columbia professor Mark Van Doren, for safe keeping, fully expecting to write little, if
anything, ever again.  It was a relatively short-lived resolution, for Merton almost immediately found himself
being assigned writing tasks by his Abbot—one of which was the autobiographical essay that blossomed into
his international best-seller The Seven Storey Mountain. That book made him famous overnight, and for a
time he struggled with the notion that the vocation of the monk and the vocation of the writer were
incompatible. Monasticism called for complete surrender to the absolute, whereas writing demanded a
tactical withdrawal from experience in order to record it.  He eventually came to accept his dual vocation as
two sides of the same spiritual coin and used it as a source of creative tension the rest of his life. 

Merton’s thoughts on writing have never been compiled into a single volume until now. Robert Inchausti has
mined the vast Merton literature to discover what he had to say on a whole spectrum of literary topics,
including writing as a spiritual calling, the role of the Christian writer in a secular society, the joys and
mysteries of poetry, and evaluations of his own literary work. Also included are fascinating glimpses of his
take on a range of other writers, including Henry David Thoreau, Flannery O’Connor, Dylan Thomas, Albert
Camus, James Joyce, and even Henry Miller, along with many others.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Oaks:

The book Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing? A number of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ena Clark:

The knowledge that you get from Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing will be the
more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the
Vocation of Writing giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this particular Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing instantly.

Tammy Robinson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have
read is Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing.

Janice Leon:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing why
because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.
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