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Off Limits is the first examination of the Rutgers group, artists who came together on the Rutgers University,

New Brunswick campus during the 1950s and revolutionized art practices and pedagogy. Based on

interviews with artists, critics, and dealers from the period, the book connects the initiation of major trends

such as Happenings, Pop Art, and Fluxus to the faculty, students, art curriculum, and events at the university.

It is the first book to look not only at the work of individual artists, but to consider how interactions between

these artists influenced their groundbreaking work.

Rutgers was clearly the place to be for experimental artists during the late 1950s and early 1960s. Allan

Kaprow’s first Happening was presented at Rutgers. Roy Lichtenstein’s first Pop paintings, George Segal’s

earliest figurative tableaux, Lucas Samaras’s radical exploration of media, and proto-Fluxus events by

Robert Watts and George Brecht all took place on and around the campus. The innovative group rejected

Abstract Expressionism for art based on the immediate experience of urban and industrial life, creating

startling new artforms which remain startling and provocative.

 Led by the theoretical writings and art practice of Kaprow, the group created a New Art—art beyond the

limits of the conventional and predictable, even beyond accepted notions of progressive trends. Lichtenstein

recalls in an interview, “Kaprow showed us that art didn’t have to look like art.” Along with Lichtenstein,

Kaprow, Segal, and Watts taught at Rutgers and challenged one another to take art “Off Limits” — beyond

the limits of the conventional, the predictable — even beyond the progressive, as defined by Abstract

Expressionist gesturalism. Their art incorporated the gritty environs, the technological, the everyday, making

art radical, outrageous, disturbing, and humorous.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Off Limits:
Rutgers University and the Avant-Garde, 1957-1963 suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Off Limits: Rutgers University and the Avant-Garde,
1957-1963is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

James Boyett:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Off
Limits: Rutgers University and the Avant-Garde, 1957-1963 your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The Off Limits: Rutgers University and the Avant-Garde, 1957-1963
giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your
better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Virginia Berry:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Off Limits: Rutgers University and the Avant-Garde, 1957-1963 this book consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Katrina Hering:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
this when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Off Limits: Rutgers University
and the Avant-Garde, 1957-1963 to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up



a book and study it. Beside that the book Off Limits: Rutgers University and the Avant-Garde, 1957-1963
can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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