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In Bahia, Brazil, the decades following emancipation saw the rise of reformers who sought to reshape the
citizenry by educating Bahian women in methods for raising "better babies." The idealized Brazilian would
be better equipped to contribute to the labor and organizational needs of a modern nation. Backed by many
physicians, politicians, and intellectuals, the resulting welfare programs for mothers and children mirrored
complex debates about Brazilian nationality. Examining the local and national contours of this movement,
Progressive Mothers, Better Babies investigates families, medical institutions, state-building, and social
stratification to trace the resulting policies, which gathered momentum in the aftermath of abolition (1888)
and the declaration of the First Republic (1889), culminating during the administration of President Getúlio
Vargas (1930–1945).

Exploring the cultural discourses on race, gender, and poverty that permeated medical knowledge and the
public health system for almost a century, Okezi T. Otovo draws on extensive archival research to
reconstruct the implications for Bahia, where family patronage politics governed poor women's labor as the
mothers who were the focus of medical interventions were often the nannies and nursemaids of society's
wealthier families. The book reveals key transition points as the state of Bahia transformed from being a
place where poor families could expect few social services to becoming the home of numerous programs
targeting the poorest mothers and their children. Negotiating crucial questions of identity, this history sheds
new light on larger debates about Brazil's past and future.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Michaud:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the
State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) book is
readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer regarding Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945
(Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) content conveys the idea easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
available as it. So , do you still thinking Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the
State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) is not loveable
to be your top list reading book?

Helen Tate:

This Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and
Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State
in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) can be among the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and
Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Stephen Galvan:

Often the book Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945
(Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) has a lot of information on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

Charles Hopper:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it



in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health,
and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) can give
you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race,
Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American
and L).
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