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The Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde Poetics is a probing examination of how the writing of sexual
love undergoes a radical revision by avant-garde poets in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Today, the
exploration of love by poets—long a fixture of Western poetic tradition—is thought to be in decline, with
love itself understood to be a mere ideological overlay for the more “real” entities of physical sex and desire.
 
In The Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde Poetics, Jeanne Heuving claims that a key achievement of
poetry by Ezra Pound, H.D., Robert Duncan, Kathleen Fraser, Nathaniel Mackey, and others lies
significantly in their engagement with the synergistic relations between being in love and writing love. These
poets, she argues, have traded the clichéd lover of yore for impersonal or posthuman poetic speakers that
sustain the gloire and mystery of love poetry of prior centuries. As Robert Duncan writes, “There is a love in
which we are outcast and vagabond from what we are that we call ‘falling in love.’”
 
Heuving claims that this writing of love is defining for avant-garde poetics, identifying how such important
discoveries as Pound’s and H.D.’s Imagism, Pound’s Cantos, and Duncan’s “open field poetics” are derived
through their changed writing of love. She draws attention to how the prevailing concept of language as
material is inadequate to the ways these poets also engage language as a medium—as a conduit—enabling
them to address love afresh in a time defined through preoccupations with sexuality. They engage love as
immanent and change it through a writing that acts on itself.
 
The Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde Poetics ascribes the waning of love poetry to its problematic
form: a genre in which empowered poetic speakers constitute their speech through the objectification of
comparatively disempowered subjects, or beloveds. Refusing this pervasive practice, the poets she highlights
reject the delimiting, one-sided tradition of masculine lovers and passive feminine beloveds; instead, they
create a more nuanced, dynamic poetics of ecstatic exploration, what Heuving calls “projective love” and
“libidinized field poetics,” a formally innovative poetry, in which one perception leads directly to the next
and all aspects of a poem are generative of meaning.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Kerns:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book The Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde
Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship using the book The Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics). You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Douglas Quintanar:

Here thing why that The Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary
Poetics) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Transmutation of
Love and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with The
Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The
Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) in e-book can be your
alternative.

James Barclay:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. The Transmutation of Love and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) can be
your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Alfred Gates:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
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