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Discovering God is a monumental history of the origins of the great religions from the Stone Age to the
Modern Age. Sociologist Rodney Stark surveys the birth and growth of religions around the world—from
the prehistoric era of primal beliefs; the history of the pyramids found in Iraq, Egypt, Mexico, and
Cambodia; and the great "Axial Age" of Plato, Zoroaster, Confucius, and the Buddha, to the modern
Christian missions and the global spread of Islam. He argues for a free-market theory of religion and for the
controversial thesis that under the best, unimpeded conditions, the true, most authentic religions will survive
and thrive. Among his many conclusions:

Despite decades of faulty reports that early religions were crude muddles of superstition, it turns out that●

primitive humans had surprisingly sophisticated notions about God and Creation.
The idea of "sin" appeared suddenly in the sixth century BCE and quickly reshaped religious ideas from●

Europe to China.
Some major world religions seem to lack any plausible traces of divine inspiration.●

Ironically, some famous figures who attempted to found "Godless" religions ended up being worshiped as●

Gods.

Most people believe in the existence of God (or Gods), and this has apparently been so throughout human
history. Many modern biologists and psychologists reject these spiritual ideas, especially those about the
existence of God, as delusional. They claim that religion is a primitive survival mechanism that should have
been discarded as humans evolved beyond the stage where belief in God served any useful purpose—that in
modern societies, faith is a misleading crutch and an impediment to reason. In Discovering God, award-
winning sociologist Rodney Stark responds to this position, arguing that it is our capacity to understand God
that has evolved—that humans now know much more about God than they did in ancient times.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Jones:

Often the book Discovering God: The Origins of the Great Religions and the Evolution of Belief has a lot
info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

John Edwards:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Discovering God: The Origins of the
Great Religions and the Evolution of Belief, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Chris Holmes:

Beside that Discovering God: The Origins of the Great Religions and the Evolution of Belief in your phone,
it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Discovering God: The Origins of the Great Religions and the
Evolution of Belief because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have
book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Henry Brown:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Discovering God: The Origins of the Great Religions and the
Evolution of Belief can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Discovering God: The Origins
of the Great Religions and the Evolution of Belief.
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