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Conservative thinkers of the early Middle Ages conceived of sensual gratification as a demonic snare
contrived to debase the higher faculties of humanity, and they identified pagan writing as one of the primary
conduits of decadence. Two aspects of the pagan legacy were treated with particular distrust: fiction,
conceived as a devious contrivance that falsified God’s order; and rhetorical opulence, viewed as a vain
extravagance. Writing that offered these dangerous allurements came to be known as “hermaphroditic” and,
by the later Middle Ages, to be equated with homosexuality.
 
At the margins of these developments, however, some authors began to validate fiction as a medium for truth
and a source of legitimate enjoyment, while others began to explore and defend the pleasures of opulent
rhetoric. Here David Rollo examines two such texts—Alain de Lille’s De planctu Naturae and Guillaume de
Lorris and Jean de Meun’s Roman de la Rose—arguing that their authors, in acknowledging the liberating
potential of their irregular written orientations, brought about a nuanced reappraisal of homosexuality. Rollo
concludes with a consideration of the influence of the latter on Chaucer’s Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale.
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From reader reviews:

Candice Delgado:

Here thing why this kind of Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train.
If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Kiss My Relics:
Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages in e-book can be your choice.

Anna Williams:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages.

Nathaniel Marvel:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions
of the Middle Ages can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Mary Hubbard:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Kiss My Relics: Hermaphroditic Fictions of the Middle Ages when you needed it?
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