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Leopold II is both a controversial and a key figure in Belgian, European and African history in the second
half of the nineteenth century. From his youth he was determined to acquire a colony and, with the help of
his private fortune, the volatile explorer H.M. Stanley, and some audacious diplomacy, he became absolute
ruler of an enormous portion of Central Africa, the Congo Free State. It was an extraordinary achievement
that was to be overshadowed by the harsh regime that developed in the colony and the international outrage
it aroused which forced the Belgian government to annex the Congo in 1908. But Leopold II's importance is
not only due to his role in the "Scramble for Africa." When he acceded to the Belgian throne in I 865, many
considered that his chances of keeping Belgium intact were slight. Leopold was, however, soon able to
demonstrate his ability and determination to defend his country's interests and throughout his reign,
unpopular though it made him, he never ceased impressing on his countrymen their military vulnerability.
Leopold II's fervent patriotism combined with his insatiable colonial ambitions were to involve him in many
of the major issues of the period in Europe and Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Mendoza:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be Leopold II of the Belgians: King of Colonialism why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Lydia Donaldson:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Leopold II of the Belgians: King of
Colonialism can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than
the others?

Elizabeth Webster:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Leopold II of the Belgians: King of Colonialism was filled regarding science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Clara Duke:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is referred to as of book Leopold II of the Belgians: King of Colonialism. You can include your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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