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Faced with crises that would challenge any president, Barack Obama authorized "pay czar" Kenneth
Feinberg to oversee the $20 billion fund for victims of the BP oil spill and to establish—and
enforce—executive pay guidelines for companies that received $700 billion in federal bailout money.
Feinberg's office comes with vastly expansive policy powers along with seemingly deep pockets; yet his
position does not formally fit anywhere within our government's constitutional framework.

The very word "czar" seems inappropriate in a constitutional republic, but it has come to describe any
executive branch official who has significant authority over a policy area, works independently of agency or
Department heads, and is not confirmed by the Senate—or subject to congressional oversight. Mitchel
Sollenberger and Mark Rozell provide the first comprehensive overview of presidential czars, tracing the
history of the position from its origins through its initial expansion under FDR and its dramatic growth
during the presidencies of George W. Bush and Barack Obama.

The President's Czars shows how, under pressure to act on the policy front, modern presidents have
increasingly turned to these appointed officials, even though by doing so they violate the Appointments
Clause and can also run into conflict with the nondelegation doctrine and the principle that a president cannot
unilaterally establish offices without legislative support. Further, Sollenberger and Rozell contend that czars
not only are ill-conceived but also disrupt a governing system based on democratic accountability.

A sobering overview solidly grounded in public law analysis, this study serves as a counter-argument to
those who would embrace an excessively powerful presidency, one with relatively limited constraints.
Among other things, it proposes the restoration of accountability-starting with significant changes to Title 3
of the U.S. Code, which authorizes the president to appoint White House employees "without regard to any
other provision of law."

Ultimately, the authors argue that czars have generally not done a good job of making the executive branch
bureaucracy more effective and efficient. Whatever utility presidents may see in appointing czars,
Sollenberger and Rozell make a strong case that the overall damage to our constitutional system is
great—and that this runaway practice has to stop.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Felton:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The President's Czars: Undermining Congress and the
Constitution (Studies in Government and Public Policy). You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important a new book The President's Czars: Undermining Congress
and the Constitution (Studies in Government and Public Policy). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet device.
It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Tyron Lenahan:

The book The President's Czars: Undermining Congress and the Constitution (Studies in Government and
Public Policy) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading a book The President's Czars: Undermining Congress and the Constitution (Studies in
Government and Public Policy) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
available and read a guide The President's Czars: Undermining Congress and the Constitution (Studies in
Government and Public Policy). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Charles Shin:

This The President's Czars: Undermining Congress and the Constitution (Studies in Government and Public
Policy) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get
by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That The President's Czars: Undermining Congress
and the Constitution (Studies in Government and Public Policy) without we comprehend teach the one who
studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The President's Czars:
Undermining Congress and the Constitution (Studies in Government and Public Policy) can bring once you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The President's Czars: Undermining Congress and the Constitution (Studies in
Government and Public Policy) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Kimberly Smith:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just



watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The President's Czars: Undermining
Congress and the Constitution (Studies in Government and Public Policy) which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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