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John Haslam’s Illustrations of Madness, written in 1810, occupies a special place in psychiatric history, it
was the first book-length account of one single psychiatric case written by a British psychiatrist. John
Haslam, apothecary to London’s Bethlem Hospital, and a leading psychiatrist of the early-nineteenth
century, details the case of James Tilly Matthews, who had been a patient in the hospital for some ten years.
Matthews claimed he was sane, as did his friends and certain doctors. Haslam, on behalf of the Bethlem
authorities, contended he was insane, and attempted to demonstrate this by presenting a detailed account of
Matthew’s own delusional system, as far as possible in Matthew’s own words.

Originally published in 1988 as part of the Tavistock Classics in the History of Psychiatry series, Roy
Porter’s Introduction to this facsimile reprint of an historic book goes beyond Haslam’s text to reveal the
extraordinary psychiatric politics surrounding Matthew’s confinement and the court case it produced, leading
up to Haslam’s dismissal from his post. Still relevant today, Haslam’s account can be used as material upon
which to base a modern diagnosis of Matthew’s disorder.
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From reader reviews:

Stewart Ramirez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals) why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Nathan Hutchison:

This Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals) is great guide for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Illustrations of
Madness (Psychology Revivals) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in
which?

Carolyn Berndt:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals) or
maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those
books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Henry Rodriguez:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Illustrations of Madness (Psychology
Revivals) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals) can to be your



friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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