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In the closing years of the second century B.C., the ancient world watched as the Roman armies maintained
clear superiority over all they surveyed. But, social turmoil prevailed at the heart of her territories, led by an
increasing number of dispossessed farmers, too little manpower for the army, and an inevitable conflict with
the allies who had fought side by side with the Romans to establish Roman dominion. Storming the Heavens
looks at this dramatic history from a variety of angles. What changed most radically, Santosuosso argues,
was the behavior of soldiers in the Roman armies. The troops became the enemies within, their pillage and
slaughter of fellow citizens indiscriminate, their loyalty not to the Republic but to their leaders, as long as
they were ample providers of booty. By opening the military ranks to all, the new army abandoned its role as
depository of the values of the upper classes and the propertied. Instead, it became an institution of the poor
and drain on the power of the Empire. Santosuosso also investigates other topics, such as the monopoly of
military power in the hands of a few, the connection between the armed forces and the cherished values of
the state, the manipulation of the lower classes so that they would accept the view of life, control, and power
dictated by the oligarchy, and the subjugation and dehumanization of subject peoples, whether they be Gauls,
Britons, Germans, Africans, or even the Romans themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Oconnell:

This book untitled Storming The Heavens: Soldiers, Emperors, And Civilians In The Roman Empire
(History and Warfare) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or
you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
reserve from your list.

Gloria Todd:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Storming The Heavens: Soldiers, Emperors, And Civilians In
The Roman Empire (History and Warfare) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside
or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jeffry Yanez:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Storming The Heavens: Soldiers,
Emperors, And Civilians In The Roman Empire (History and Warfare) is simple to develop you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Storming The Heavens: Soldiers, Emperors,
And Civilians In The Roman Empire (History and Warfare) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Storming The Heavens: Soldiers, Emperors, And Civilians In The Roman
Empire (History and Warfare) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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