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By day, Forrest Bess ran a one-man bait camp on the Gulf of Mexico. By night, in his two-room shack, Bess
was haunted by terrible visions of ancient bulls, abstract symbols, and desolate, primeval landscapes—which
he translated into one of modern art’s most extraordinary bodies of painting, on canvases often smaller than a
sheet of paper. Bess and his paintings were discovered in 1949 by renowned art dealer Betty Parsons, and his
work would eventually be displayed alongside that of Mark Rothko, Jackson Pollock, and other abstract
expressionists. But Bess struggled his whole life with the fear of madness, and obsessed over becoming a
hermaphrodite, which he thought was the key to immortality. Bess’s art and his extensive correspondence
bear fascinating witness to this struggle.

This groundbreaking biography by psychoanalyst and author Steven Poser—featuring dozens of Bess’s
letters and including eight of his acclaimed paintings—explores that narrow line between insanity and
creative genius where so many brilliant artists and visionaries have walked.

About the Author

Steven Poser is an author, NYS-licensed psychoanalyst, and exhibiting painter in New York City who brings
his considerable psychiatric expertise to bear in writing biographies of artists and actors who have led
distinctive lives. He is the author of The Misfit, a best-selling biography of Marilyn Monroe. He has also
served as manager of the John Gibson Gallery in Soho, a consultant to the Whitney Museum, Programming
Director of the Artists’ Television Network, and Visiting Critic for the New York Semester on
Contemporary Art at Drew University.

Poser is also an accomplished painter. His work has been displayed at the Weatherspoon Gallery at the
University of North Carolina; White Box in Chelsea; and the Carrie Haddad Gallery in Hudson, New York.
He achieved the Gradiva Award in Painting from the National Association for the Advancement of
Psychoanalysis in 1997.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular
Though This Be Madness (Kindle Single) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Christopher Mills:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Though This Be
Madness (Kindle Single) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want
to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Though This Be Madness (Kindle Single) become
your current starter.

Terry Smith:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Though This Be Madness (Kindle Single) will give you a new experience in reading through a
book.

Holly Hughes:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Though This Be Madness (Kindle Single) can
give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Though This Be Madness (Kindle
Single).
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