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A vivid portrait of a family’s determination to live undefined by race.

Hank Whitaker longed for more than society said he could have. When a fateful incident forces him to use
his racially ambiguous looks to escape certain death; Hank assumes the identity of the same people that
revile him. He never imagined he would fall in love and marry a white woman, but spirited Maggie Bennett
changes everything. Now, Hank can never return to being the man he used to be. If the secret of his heritage
is revealed he loses everything—his family, his successful business and his life. When tragedy strikes again
and Hank is dying, he confesses to his wife and 18-year-old son, Lance, that he is really a black man passing
as white. The revelation launches the family on an epic journey as Lance tries to figure out which life to live;
continue passing as his father did, or shatter the façade and become the Negro he never imagined he was.

Like many African Americans, more than 200,000 before World War I, Lance flees the U.S. to find racial
freedom in the liberté, égalité, fraternité of France between the World Wars. Among the wealthy expats in
Europe, he finds love and a passion for art but knows that one misstep could unravel the life he has so
carefully constructed. With the art world as its backdrop, PROVENANCE intertwines real people and places
with fictional characters to paint a vivid picture of African Americans who defied tradition to escape racial
barriers. Though each character’s path is unique, as racial pioneers they share the same quest—the right to
live undefined by race.

Self-determination, a basic and historically elusive human right, is the core of PROVENANCE. Set in the
early 20th century, against the strict racist traditions of the Deep South and the freedom and vibrancy of Paris
on the verge of World War II, PROVENANCE is the story of a family willing to do whatever is necessary to
ensure they determine their own destiny—despite their provenance. The experiences and insights of the
book’s characters are as timely today as ever; because race still has the power to divide or unite, cannot
predict success or failure and, continues to be powerless in the face of love and passion.
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From reader reviews:

Kirsten Muncy:

The book Provenance: A Novel make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Provenance: A Novel being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book Provenance: A Novel. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Cindy Martin:

The reserve untitled Provenance: A Novel is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Provenance: A Novel from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Rose Taylor:

Provenance: A Novel can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every
word into joy arrangement in writing Provenance: A Novel but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

John Flores:

Beside this specific Provenance: A Novel in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Provenance:
A Novel because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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