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As long ago as September 1654, 23 Jews disembarked from a ship named the Sainte Catherine into New
Amsterdam--today's New York City. They came to find a safe haven from oppression and religious
persecution and to seek economic opportunity. But even they were not the first Jewish Americans, and they
were certainly not the last. Three million Jewish immigrants followed in the next three centuries. Today,
about 4 out of every 10 Jews in the world are U. S. citizens.
The Jewish American Family Album tells personal stories of Jewish immigrants from their arrival in this
country (as early as 1579) to the present day. Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler have found letters, diaries, and
newspaper articles that describe what life was like in the old countries and tell of the difficulties encountered
in leaving home for a new life in America. They have combed through family archives and scrapbooks to
find personal accounts that make history as immediate and exciting as stories told generation after generation
in any family.
In their own words, we learn what life was like for these millions of Jewish immigrants. We read of the
earliest of the Jewish Americans, some of whom fought and died in the Revolution. We hear from Holocaust
survivors and their children. We discover that from the beginning, Jewish Americans provided a base of
support--lodging and fellowship--for those who followed. The part Jewish Americans played in the
settlement of the American West, their strategic importance to the U.S. labor movement, and their many
contributions to theater and music are documented with rare first-person accounts and extraordinary
photographs. We hear of the challenges the immigrants faced, including anti-Semitism, even in the "Land of
the Free." But Jewish Americans linked old traditions with new ones to build communities that have become
a permanent and important part of American life.
The memories and experiences of well-known Jewish Americans such as comedians George Burns and Jack
Benny, Oscar Solomon Straus (the first Jewish Presidential cabinet member), and novelist Edna Ferber are
included, as are profiles of Barbra Streisand, Steven Spielberg, Leonard Bernstein, union leader Samuel
Gompers, and poet Emma Lazarus, among others. But other Jewish Americans who did not achieve celebrity
status are also represented. Moses Albert Levy, a doctor who joined Sam Houston's army, 13-year-old Mary
Antin, who arrived in Boston in 1894, Sarah Thal, who was a homesteader in the Dakotas, and many more
fascinating but unknown immigrants tell powerful, emotional, and sometimes funny stories of life in their
new homeland.
These memories and profiles are illustrated with rare and moving photographs from news sources and family
collections. They show in vivid fashion a people who have brought us humor, spirit, and perseverance. The
Jewish American Family Album is an important tribute to the magnificent variety of people and cultures that
makes up our United States.

The titles in the American Family Albums series tell the multicolored and often heroic stories of American
immigrant groups, largely through their own words and pictures. Like any family album or scrapbook, the
pages contain many period photographs and other memorabilia. These join with original documents--
including selections from diaries, letters, memoirs, and newspapers--to bring the immigrant experience
vividly to life.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Jewish American
Family Album (American Family Albums)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have other opinion?

Thomas Taylor:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Jewish
American Family Album (American Family Albums), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Patricia Dennis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Jewish American Family Album (American
Family Albums) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Judy Sigmund:

This The Jewish American Family Album (American Family Albums) is great e-book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can
point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The Jewish American Family Album (American Family Albums) in your hand
like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading



book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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