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Dave Robinson was once a roadie to Jimi Hendrix. He also managed Brinsley Schwarz and was behind their
ill-fated publicity stunt when he flew journalists to New York to see their gig at the Fillmore East. By 1974,
he was managing the Hope & Anchor pub in Islington. Jake Riviera had been road manager for Chilli Willi
And The Red Hot Peppers and later Dr Feelgood. In1976, this maverick pair were to launch Stiff Records,
supposedly on the back of a £400 loan from Lee Brilleaux of the Feelgoods. In fact, they never cashed the
check. The genius of Stiff was to take old pub rockers that they knew and turn them into new wave stars. Ian
Dury, Elvis Costello and Nick Lowe were all going nowhere until they were signed the label and reinvented.
For a while, the major labels didn’t know how to respond to Stiff, particularly their brilliant marketing –
coloured vinyl, different coloured sleeves for the completest market and their slogans, such as “If It Ain’t
Stiff, It Ain’t Worth a fuck". Riviera left the label in 1977 to form Radar Records and took Costello and
Lowe with him The label signed quirky acts such as Wreckless Eric, Devo, Rachel Sweet, Lene Lovich and
more. Many of them were sent on package tours reminiscent of the Larry Parnes’ tours in the 1960s. They
also launched Stiff America to no little success. Robinson signed Madness and The Pogues to the label
before it went bankrupt in 1986. However, it re-launched in 2006 under new management and is still going
strong. Richard Balls has interviewed over 50 artists and Stiff staff to tell a story that is long overdue. Shane
MacGowan, Lene Lovich, Chas Smash, Wreckless Eric and more tell what it was like to work for the
world’s most outrageous record label. Tony Judge, who runs the Be Stiff website has provided lots of rare
photos along with badges and memorabilia to make this a celebration of a great record label. Balls' other
book on the life of Ian Dury sold a hefty 30,000 copies, so he has a following.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Abrams:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Be Stiff: The Stiff Records Story as your daily
resource information.

Elsie Canada:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Be Stiff: The
Stiff Records Story suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Be Stiff: The Stiff Records Storyis one of several books that everyone read now. That book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Michael Joslyn:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Be Stiff: The Stiff Records Story. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Pamelia Thompson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Be Stiff: The Stiff Records Story was filled in relation to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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